THE  REVOLUTION
of allowing the sovereign the direct disposal of the receipts of the
State,
The only lasting work of the Empire was the Imperial Univer-
sity, which under this ancient name, wrested from its former sense,
grouped together the whole of the public educational establish-
ments. In reality, it is true, it organized scarcely anything but
secondary education, for that was the only branch that interested
the bourgeoisie. The lycfat founded principally with the object
of training officers, were boarding-schools subject to military
discipline, in which the pupils, most of whom held scholarships,
wore military uniforms and marched to the beat of the drum.
But the organization, copied from that of the Jesuit College de
Louis-le-Grand, revived the usages of the ancien regime: the division
of the pupils into classes, the titles ofproviseur and censeur des itudts
for the principal and vice-principal, and the system of educa-
tion based upon Latin and mathematics. The smaller establish-
ments retained the name of college, the staffs consisting partly
of ecclesiastics who had been engaged in teaching before the
Revolution.
Higher education did not, in point of fact, go further than the
holes sptciaks (special schools), each of which prepared students
for one of the professions. The State did nothing for the primary
schools.
Literature no longer produced anything original, being para-
lysed by the servile imitation of classical works, confined to the
now lifeless categories of tragedy, epic, and descriptive poetry and
reduced by the abuse of the 'noble style' to a very poor vocabulary
overweighted with allegory. All the writers of mark wrote in
prose, one of them, Chateaubriand, being an £migr{9 and the rest -
Madame de Stael, Benjamin Constant, and the brothers de Maistre
- being foreigners.
JOVERTHROW   OF   THE   EMPIRE
Thanks to his prodigious activity, his marvellous rapidity of
decision, his astonishing memory for detail, and his sure practical
judgment, Napoleon inspired his servants, soldiers, and subjects
with an admiration that often reached the point of adoration.
But his despotic nature could not tolerate any activity independent
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